Histologic findings in the gastrointestinal tract of horses with colic.
Thirty horses were admitted to the University of Georgia Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital with colic severe enough to warrant surgery and/or euthanasia. Gastrointestinal tracts of these 30 horses were histologically examined for morphologic changes. The horses were grouped according to cause of the colic (ie, simple obstruction, strangulation obstruction, thromboemboli, and inflammation). Lesions were graded as to severity, and grade scores were correlated with survival or nonsurvival. Mucosal changes developed distal and proximal to the primary lesion site and, although there were some differences between groups, changes characteristic of ischemia were common to all groups. The predictability of lesion grades of 2 or higher for nonsurvivability (90%) indicates that intestinal biopsy may have prognostic value in the postsurgical evaluation and management of equine colic.